
CHICHEWA ASSESSMENT SCREENER. (Malawi) 
Name: 
 

Medical History- Cleft Lip / Cleft Lip & Palate / Syndrome: 
 

Feeding:  Nasal regurgitation: Yes / No.        Feeding Concerns:  
 

Surgical:  Repaired / Unrepaired 
 

Nasal Emissions: Circle syllable or word where air escapes from nostrils (audible: nasal turbulence; visible: 
fogging of mirror). 

Tasks: 1. Repeat each CV syllables 3 times: pa  pi  ta  ti  ka  ki  sa  si 
        2. Say words:  papa  pipa  tata  tati  bobo  bobi  kaka  kaki  sasa  sasi  

   

Speech: Circle errors 

Word Sentence Word Sentence 

Paulo Paulo wapala pamwamba.  Velo Velo vala zovala. 

Ababa Ababa abwera kubawo.  Ona Ona ana onse awona iweyo.  

Tulo  Tapita tulo titatha tonse. Cha Chichewa cha achewa ndichokoma.  

Dona Dona la kudowa ladusa Mawa Mawa mamawa kuli mame.  

Kalulu Kalulu wakomoka katatu konse  Thomas  Thomas akuthawa uku akutuluka thukuta. 

Galu Galimoto yagunda galu  Nawe Nawe Nana ukunama. 

Yasala Somba ya Sala yasowa. Fane Fane funa ufa mufamu 

Zama  Zama zina zamela zonse    

Sentences by: Thomas Mafunga and Morgan Silungwe 
 

Circle Cleft palate speech errors noted: 
Glottal stops, Nasal fricatives, Mid-dorsum stops, Pharyngeal fricatives, Co-articulation, Weak pressure 
consonants, Nasalized consonants, Presence of nasal air emission         
 

Resonance:   Is hypernasality heard in connected speech? Yes / No 
   Any resonance shifts with nasal occlusion on /i/ &/u/ productions? Yes / No 
   Is hyponasality noted with nasal words  / sentences?  Yes/ No   

Oral Mechanism: 
Palate: Intact / Abnormal      Fistula: Present / Absent.  
Velar elevation: Active / Inactive      Symmetrical / Asymmetrical 
  
Finding:  VP insufficiency (space)  VP incompetent (mvmt). VP mis-learned    Undetermined 

  
Recommendations: Surgery /   Speech Therapy   /   Both    / 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional copies available at leadersproject.org.  Dr. Cate Crowley, Teachers College, Columbia U. 


